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The original documents pertaining to the divorce of William Bishop and Fanny Bishop were posted on Ancestry and in my 

desire to read and understand them, I made an attempt at transcribing them.  I’ve never done any transcription before in 

my life, so there are sure to be mistakes, but at least this may be more readable to many.  Please contact me with any 

corrections.  I put the transcription in chronological order which is different than the order of the original documents.  I 

can’t prove whether William and/or Fanny are my ancestors, but it’s definitely possible.  There’s much confusion and 

conflicting data concerning whether William is of the German or English Bishops of Scott County.  There’s little confirmed 

information concerning the names and paternal heritage of Fanny’s offspring. 

 

Bill of Complaint, Witness Depositions, Divorce Decree 

Bill of Complaint 

To the Honorable Benjamin Estill, Judge of the Circuit Court of Scott County.  This Bill of Complaint of William Bishop - 

sent ?  of Scott County respectfully represents that some twenty years ago he unfortunately married a certain Fanny 

Wallen, the widow of Joseph Wallen.  And in the hopes of improving his condition in life and domestic comfort and 

happiness, but to his great mortification after his said marriage he ascertained that his said wife was guilty of repeated 

acts of adultery with various men and had offspring which was the product of her adulterous intercourse with them.  

She had one illegitimate child by a certain ??  Porter after she had married your orator.  MARKED OUT SENTENCE    and 

she having become abandoned in her habits of licentious conduct, left your orator's residence and took up with a certain 

John Neely with whom she lived in adultery for seven or eight years in said county and had by him one child.  She, the 

said Fanny then went to the Indian nation in Georgia or Tennessee and remained there pursuing her adulterous habits 

for two or three years.  She then, to the great mortification and annoyance of your orator returned to Scott County and 

went into a cabin on your orator's land and your orator has resorted to every means in his power to get her off his  land 

<cannot decipher last line of first page>. 

. . . without resorting to forceable means, and your orator has been urged by good men and has been strongly terrified 

for the preservation of his own character, peace, and happiness and that of his neighborhood to throw down and 

destroy the cabin in which she lives and in which she is keeping a common bawdy house as your orator is informed and 

believes.  Your orator informed her that he would throw down the house of prostitution in which she lived if she did not 

leave it, in the hope that she would again leave the county and not remain where his feelings would be continually 

outraged by hearing of her base adulterous course of life, but his effort to remove her has been ineffectual and she 

continues to keep a house of ill fame on his land to his great annoyance and that of the neighborhood and county and 

your orator being without an adequate remedy at common law and relievable only in a court of equity his prayer 

therefore is that said Fanny Bishop be made a party defendant to this bill and be required to make full true and perfect 

answer thereto, that upon a final hearing of this cause a decree be rendered by your Honor granting your orator a 

divorce a vinculo matrimonii from said Fanny Bishop and that such other and further relief be extended by your Honor 

to your orator as to justice and equity belong, and is suited to the particular circumstances of his case.  May it please 

your Honor to grant the Commonwealth's ? writ of ??  ?? 

Witness Depositions 

William Bishop, Complainant vs. Fanny Bishop, Defendant 

Pursuant to a motion given by William Bishop to John D. Sharp, the counsel of Fanny Bishop and herewith ? she being a 

non-resident of this commonwealth; I Robert Bailey, an acting justice of the peace in and for Scott County, VA; have this 

26th day of August 1852, at my dwelling house in said county, proceeded to take the depositions of Job Hale and others 
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which are intended to be read as evidence on behalf of said William Bishop in a suit in chancery now pending in the 

circuit court of Scott County, wherein the said William Bishop is complainant and the said Fanny Bishop is defendant.    

Job Hale a witness of lawful age after being duly sworn deposit and saith?: 

Question by Complainant's Counsel: 

Are you or not well acquainted with defendant Fanny Bishop, and if so what has been her conduct since she abandoned 

complainant? 

Answer:  I am well acquainted with her and her conduct has been bad both before and after she left complainant.  That 

he saw defendant riding about behind men going to night frolicks to the best of my knowledge.  I saw her in the bed 

with John Neely, that defendant and John Neely lived together for some seven years after she left complainant, that she 

had one child by Benjamin Porter and one by John Neely after she left complainant as witness is informed and believes 

that complainant has acted as a prudent and upright man since she left him and that complainant has never lived with 

her nor recognized her as his wife since she left him as aforesaid, and further this deposant saith not.   Job Hale, his mark 

Nancy Baker, another witness of lawful age after being duly sworn deposith and saith?: 

Question by Complainant's Counsel: 

Was you or not well acquainted with the defendant Fanny Bishop, both before and after she abandoned plaintiff William 

Bishop, and if so, has her conduct been that of a virtuous and chaste woman, or otherwise, before and after she 

abandoned him? 

Answer:  I was well acquainted with her both before and after she left him.  The common country? talk was that she 

acted bad while she lived with him and since she left him her conduct has been terrible bad. 

Question by same: 

Do you or not know of her being guilty of committing adultery with other men since she left plaintiff? 

Answer:  Yes I do and she has been guilty of committing adultery to my own knowledge since she left the plaintiff. 

Question by same: 

Has not the conduct of the plaintiff William Bishop been good, and has he not acted as an honest, upright man since the 

defendant left him and has he ever lived with her or recognized her as his wife since she abandoned the plaintiff as 

aforesaid? 

Answer:  Then? nothing charged against him and he never has lived with her since she abandoned him the plaintiff nor 

recognized her as his wife. 

Question by same: 

Has she not lived with other men in adultery as man and wife since she left the plaintiff? 

Answer:  Yes, she has. 

And further this deposant saith not.   Nancy Baker, her mark 

Jonathan Hale, another witness of lawful age being duly sworn, deposith and saith: 
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He was acquainted with Fanny Bishop the defendant while she lived with William Bishop her husband and after she 

abandoned the plaintiff.  Report? says while she lived with William Bishop she was a bad, loose woman and since she 

left him she has lived in adultery, and further William Bishop has conducted himself very? prudent since she, Fanny 

Bishop his wife, left him as far as I know and further this deposith saith not.  Jonathan Hale 

 

Scott County Court 

I, Robert Bailey, an acting justice of the peace in and for said County; do hereby certify that the foregoing depositions of 

Job Hale, Nancy Baker, and Jonathan Hale were duly taken, sworn to, and subscribed at the time and place mentioned in 

the caption; and for the purpose therein specified, given under my hand this 26
th

 day of August 1852, Robert Bailey 

 

Divorce Decree 

This cause came on to be heard this 28th day of April 1853 upon the bill of the complainant and the depositions of 

witnesses and was argued by counsel on consideration whereof it is adjudged ordered and decreed that the marriage 

heretofore solemnized between the said William Bishop ? and his wife the said Fanny Bishop be and the ? is hereby 

dissolved and the said complainant William Bishop forever divorced from the said defendant Fanny Bishop <marked out 

sentence> with liberty to the complainant to marry again if he chooses but the defendant is not permitted again to 

marry. 

 


